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On 6th August the " Army of Alsace " under Marshal Mac-
Mahon was defeated by the German Crown Prince (with an
army composed, significantly enough, of south German troops)
at worth, and was compelled to withdraw towards Chalons.
On the same day another French army, under Bazaine, was
defeated at spicheren and driven back upon Metz.   These
disasters caused the resignation of the Ollivier cabinet, and the
formation of a reactionary ministry under the influence of the
Empress.    Probably the wisest course would have been to
unite the two defeated armies for the defence of Paris ;  but
Eugenie feared that a retirement would be fatal to the new
Government.   Meanwhile the Germans were pressing on in
irresistible strength, and marched round Metz from the south.
Bazaine made a half-hearted attempt to escape from the trap;
but after a terrible struggle lasting several days, generally known
as the battle of gravelotte, he was cooped up in the fortress
with 180,000 men.  The Emperor managed to join MacMahon
at Chilons, and (all too late) gave him supreme command.
Once again MacMahon wanted to retreat and fight the next
battle with the aid of the fortress-guns of Paris;   but again
Eugenie insisted that Bazaine must be relieved for the credit
of her Government.  Yet when MacMahon tried to reach Metz
by a northerly route, Bazaine did nothing to support him;
and by the time he had reached sedan the Germans had
manoeuvred so skilfully that all hope of relieving the fortress
had to be abandoned—the only question was whether this
second army could itself escape their clutches.   That question
was speedily answered.   When the Germans attacked on ist
September, the French were driven into the town, where they
were exposed to artillery fire to which they could not reply.  In
die evening the Emperor and 100,000 men surrendered as
prisoners of war.
Bonapartism was so closely associated with military glory in
the minds of men that the one could not exist without the other.
The news of Sedan was the signal for a revolution in Paris*
The Ministry resigned, a republic was proclaimed, and a

